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To: 
His Excellency the President

of the Government


Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan







Gökçeada (Imvros), 24 April 2005

Your Excellency,

On behalf of the whole of our Diaspora, we welcome you to our home island and we thank you for the keen interest that you manifest with your presence.

We also take the opportunity to congratulate you on your daring initiatives aiming at Turkey’s accession to the European family which we observe and endorse with all our strengths.

It is this high political judgment and perspicacity that you have manifested in drawing the road to Europe to which we hereby appeal, so that your visit may set out similar initiatives also in respect of Gökçeada (Imvros) which would entail political and financial benefits for both Turkey and the island itself and would give weight and substantial proofs to all directions of the quick pace at which Turkey prepares itself to become full member of the European Union.

In particular, we urge you and the entire political world of the Turkish Republic to restitute our rights as Turkish citizens. We seek incentives for maintaining our bonds with our birthplace always within the limits of laws of the Turkish Republic. We seek the opportunity to contribute to the promotion of the natural and cultural beauty of the island and to the progress and prosperity of its inhabitants regardless of sex, origin or religion.
The specific points that we would like to bring to your attention are the following:-

1. Land Registry process
At this very moment, most of us run the risk of losing the last remaining land of our ancestors.

· In Tepeköy (Agridia), inhabited exclusively by Greeks even today, more than 70% of the land that has been recorded so far by the Land Registry services passes to State Treasury.
· In Eskibademli (Glyky), the recordation process has been completed since 4 years now but the publication of the findings has delayed without any justification or advice whatsoever as a result of which the major part of land runs the risk of passing also to the State Treasury if the new act 5336/2004 is to apply.
· The same goes also for Dereköy (Schinoudi), which used to be the biggest village of Turkey until 1964, where recordation is still under process. 

· Similar problems have also been encountered in the settlements of Merkez (Panagia), Yeni Mahalle (Eulampio), Kaleköy (Kastro) and Zeytinliköy (Agii Theodori).

We are told by reputable Turkish jurists that the Land Registry recordation process has not been rational nor legitimate since it failed to take into account:-

· the ottoman titles which should have been first of all translated into Latin script and made accessible to those concerned;

· the inability of beneficiaries living away from the island to attend recordation;

· the inability of migrants to maintain or cultivate (as the case may be) their land;

· the lawful rights to inherit of former Turkish citizens.

We therefore urge Your Excellency to intervene for remedying all these injustices with the appropriate statutory and administrative measures so that the land may be immediately restituted to its real lawful owners.

2. Expropriations
Moreover, about 80% of the cultivable land of the island whose expropriation in previous years forced us to leave the island, is now being ceded to individuals for free.

We respectfully request that this land should be returned to its original owners since the reason for its expropriation has ceased to exist.

3. Minority schools

Another very important issue is minority education and our schools which had been built on private land with the personal work of our fathers and grandfathers. During the ’60s all minority schools were closed down and they are collapsing year after year. If you go around our villages, you will see for yourself their deplorable condition.

As far as the Eski Bademli (Glyky) school is concerned, which lies next to the village’s church (declared as a protected monument itself) and the cemetery, it is being converted into a hotel and café, offending thus the striving of those who built it with their bare hands so that their children could be educated and further offending the religious surrounding.

We beg Your Excellency to intervene so that this building as well as all other school buildings may not roof commercial activities but rather be restored and reserved for educational and spiritual activities of the communities in which they are located.
4. Churches
Another very serious matter is our churches. Your Excellency might have been informed that a considerable part of the people visiting the island is attracted by our religious feasts thus constituting the primary tourism pole of the island. Our island used to be plenty of churches (307 churches and chapels) each of them being a place of cult and cultural reunion of the local population. In their vast majority, these churches are now in need of restoration while others lie in areas where access is not allowed.

The church of Agia Marina in Kaleköy (Kastro), which used to be the island’s cathedral, lies today in a deplorable state and we are not granted permission to restore it and use it as a place of cult.

The church of Agia Barbara in Yeni Mahalle (Eulampio) has been seized and an ownership title has been issued in favour of the State (Mazbut).

We make an appeal to your religious sensitivity and respectfully request that we should be allowed to restore and reuse the church of Agia Marina as well as all other churches of the island, and that the ownership status of the church of Agia Barbara should be restituted, so that these unique monuments of culture could be rescued.
5. Monuments of Nature and Culture
The island’s monuments of nature as well as the traditional settlements with their common use buildings and the houses, which constitute cultural monuments, continue to remain unprotected. The law that was adopted for the protection of monuments will become completely ineffective unless specific measures were taken to the effect of prohibiting any act prejudicial to the monuments of nature and establishing ownership in favour of the lawful original beneficiaries of the cultural monuments by also providing incentives for their maintenance and upgrading.
6. Infrastructure of Traditional Settlements
Contrary to the recently built settlements of the island, the traditional ones lack basic infrastructure such as roads, water and sewage systems, which causes the inhabitants living there especially in winter, to feel exposed to adverse weather conditions and emergency situations. These settlements being poles of attraction to visitors should be the gems of the island and every precaution should be taken for the restoration of their esthetics and serviceability.
7. Office for the Minorities
We have been recently made aware of the adoption of an act providing for the establishment of an office for the minorities in the capital of each province. We believe that the soonest possible entry in operation of such an office on the island would be useful and imperative.

8. Communications
Having learnt from the Press of the recent agreement with the Greek government in relation to setting out a ferry connection between Piraeus and Izmir, we urge Your Excellency to intervene for lifting any and all bureaucratic obstacles so that a similar connection may be established with Gökçeada (Imvros).
We hope, Your Excellency, that the opportunity we had to inform you in person of our expectations and requests concerning the place where we and our ancestors have lived for so many centuries will be duly considered and help adopting efficient and immediate measures and contribute to the inauguration of a new era of creativity and progress for all inhabitants, regardless of sex, origin or religion, setting a model of development for the entire country.

Our Associations are ready and willing to work together with all local entities and the authorities to this effect and remain at your disposal for any further queries, proposals and assistance.
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